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City of Parkland

Developmental Services Department

Building Division

6600 University Drive, Parkland, FL 33067

Protecting Lives and Property!

Phone: 954-733-5447         Fax: 954-753-8838

Website: www.city of parkland.org

To: ICMA Annual Awards Program Committee
From: Steve Pizzillo, Building Official

Reason: Chinese Drywall Grant Program

As has been well documented over the last few years many homeowners have had their lives devastated, through no fault of their own, because of Chinese drywall. At what should have been a joyous time of their life, moving into a brand new house, or finally getting back to normal after the home they lived in ways partially destroyed by Mother Nature, they were dealt a crushing setback. These homeowners then started a journey that would no homeowner should have to deal with. They were pretty much told by everyone that they were on their own. Insurance companies would not approve their claim, the federal government, through FEMA, said that it was not a disaster and companies that were involved either declared bankruptcy or hid behind the flags of other countries. But this not only hurt homeowners and families, it also severely hurt communities, the City of Parkland for one. During the housing boom our great City had many new communities appear each containing hundreds of new homes. Unfortunately all these new communities came into existence during the height of contaminated Chinese drywall being imported into the country. Many homeowners who live in the City of Parkland, due to economic reasons, had to remain in homes that they were positive would be detrimental to their health. The City Manager, Caryn Gardner Young, immediately knew that local government would have to fill the void that was created by all other agencies.  A task force was organized utilizing City employees and members of the community to figure the best way to help these homeowners. After numerous community meetings the committee realized that the best way to aid these individuals was to streamline the rebuilding process as much as possible. The committee began working with Building Department staff to come up with guidelines as to how these damaged homes could be rebuilt in a prompt, efficient and inexpensive way while still staying within the guidelines of the Florida Building Code. In this program permits were issued in an expedited manner to speed up the process and in effect save money. 
The City Manager also realized that these families needed monetary help to get their families back into a safe, healthy house. She devised a grant program to which these homeowners could apply for and would pay for their permit fees. To date one hundred and twenty five homes have been rebuilt and thirty one are still under construction. In addition fourteen homeowners have taken full advantage of the grant program. The Chinese Drywall Grant Program in the long run will not only help those families that had their lives turned upside down but will also help the community as a whole by adding these homes back onto the tax rolls.   
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