
Strathcona County

To achieve a sustainable community, Strathcona County has adopted a process 
defined by four science-based sustainability principals adapted from the Natural 
Step Framework. 

Principle 1: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, solutions and activities that 
preserve, enhance and regenerate nature and life-sustaining ecosystems.

In practice we can:
•  create more pedestrian and bicycle-oriented development 
•  build developments that are heated and powered by renewable energy 
•  expand the use of public transit 
•  utilize alternative fuels to power our vehicles

Principle 2: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, solutions and activities that 
free us from our dependence on substances that are extracted from the earth's 
crust and accumulate in nature.

In practice we can:
•  build healthier buildings using non-toxic materials
•  use alternative practices that reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides and 
herbicides
•  utilize waste as a resource or biomass fuel source

Principle 3: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, cradle-to-cradle solutions 
and activities in design, manufacturing and consumption such that substances 
produced by society do not accumulate in nature.

In practice we can:
•  redevelop existing sites and buildings
•  retain green spaces and place human elements within the green spaces in 
ways that will reduce the human footprint
•  integrate ecological features such as green infrastructure into developments
•  create well-defined edges to natural areas such as the High Priority 
Environmental Management Areas in the Beaver Hills Moraine

Sustainability Principles and Practices



Principle 4: Move towards, and ultimately achieve, social solutions and activities 
that allow every person to meet basic human needs and achieve their potential in 
life, now and in the future.

In practice we can:
•  build more diverse forms of housing
•  grow food locally as well as introducing and expanding locally based food 
production
•  build more eco-industrial developments
•  designing buildings and amenities to promote social and inter-generational 
interaction

The Municipal Development Plan reflects the land use and settlement pattern 
decisions from our past and projects the desires of the community and decision 
makers as we move into the future to realize Strathcona County’s Strategic 
Vision and Plan.

Additional information
Planning and Development Services
PlanningandDevelopment@strathcona.ab.ca
780-464-8080
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