
Record Global Wind Growth Seen as the Start of Trend 
 
The global capacity to produce power from wind turbines grew a record amount in 2002, 
according to two recent announcements, and at least one company expects that high-growth 
trend to continue for the next decade. 
 
The global capacity to generate electricity from wind power grew by a record 6,868 megawatts in 
2002, according to the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA). The 28 percent growth in 
capacity represents an investment of $7.3 billion, boosting world wind capacity to more than 
31,000 megawatts, enough to meet the annual electricity needs of 
7.5 million average U.S. homes. Global wind power capacity has quadrupled over the past five 
years, according to AWEA. See the AWEA press release at: 
http://www.awea.org/news/news030303gbl.html. 
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