US EPA Announces 2003 Climate Protection Awards

Local Government Awards
Chicago Department of Environment
City of Chula Vista
City of Seattle 

*City of Portland was a 2002 recipient

Individual Awards (Local Governments)
Mayor Ross C. "Rocky" Anderson, Salt Lake City
David Konkle, Ann Arbor Energy Office 

More information about the 2003 Climate Protection Award Winners
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With its Annual Climate Protection Awards, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) honors the extraordinary accomplishments of individuals and organizations that have made significant contributions to protecting the environment. Winners of the 2003 Climate Protection Awards were announced during the 2003 Earth Technologies Forum in Washington, DC, April 22-24. Awards were presented at a special EPA Awards Dinner, on Tuesday evening of April 22, 2003. 

What are the Climate Protection Awards? 

In 1998, EPA established the Climate Protection Awards to recognize exceptional leadership, personal dedication, and technical achievements in protecting the Earth’s climate. In its first six years, 81 awards have been presented to individuals and organizations from 14 countries, including Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, France, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, South Korea, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States. This year, 13 individuals and organizations earned the award by promoting climate protection, making cities more sustainable, and directing technology to protect the climate 

Who is eligible to be considered for the Climate Protection Awards? 

· Candidates may be from anywhere in the world. 

· Individuals and organizations may work for the public or private sector. 

· Candidates may be either self-nominated or nominated by a third party. 

What are the Award selection criteria? 

· Applicants must demonstrate one or more of the following criteria: 

· Originality and public purpose; 

· Leadership and corporate responsibility; 

· Global perspective and implication; 

· Reduction of greenhouse-gas emissions. 

· An international panel of judges representing government, industry, and non-governmental organizations reviews recommendations; EPA makes the final award selections. 

What makes the Climate Protection Awards unique? 

The public is concerned about climate change due to widespread media coverage on the impact of the greenhouse gas effect on global warming. In addition, the international effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions has been featured in many publications and television news programs. EPA’s award is the most diverse of the climate protection awards, recognizing individuals and organizations from many countries, sectors, and approaches to climate protection. 

The winners' significant contributions help mitigate the health and environmental risks of climate change, including: 

· Increased frequency and severity of extreme weather events 

· Worsened air pollution 

· Ecological and agricultural disruption 

· Sea level rise 

· Increased range of certain diseases 

Climate Protection Award winners are leading by example. Their demonstrated commitment and extraordinary contributions inspire other individuals and organizations to make a difference by protecting the environment. 

How Can I nominate Someone for the 2004 Climate Protection Award?
Nomination forms should be available from EPA in the middle of October, 2003

For more information:
Caley Johnson
Climate Protection Partnerships Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Telephone: 1-202-564-2319
Fax: 1-202-565-2134
e-mail: johnson.caley@epa.gov 

